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Claire Cocco and Vincent Romano, May 2000 



OFF- Line is... 

— Humor, Art, Poetry, Prose, You! 

— defying authoritarianism and resisting convention 

— truth, justice, and the un-American way 

— sincere, diverse, thoughtful, and controversial 

— avoiding alienating, bland, superficial, privileged on-line 

technology to fashion community and counterculture 

— an intimate postmodern salon of intellectual discussion 

— time well spent! 

Issues $1 by mail, free to low-income; trades welcomed. 
Comments, submissions, angry threats: Claire E. Cocco and 
Vincent J. Romano, 35 Barker Ave. -'MC, While Plains, NY 1 ()(>() 1. 



• Ten Thousand Things is quite the interesting little booklet. Within these 
pages (numbered backwards, having started at 10,000 - the Inst page of 
issue #35 is 9,386, so [ guess we can expect that many more pages of his 
writing to come) arc some well-written and interesting stories, both fiction 
and non-fiction. *35 features "The Third I," a short story about a 
mathematical philosopher who's convinced that he is locked into a cycle of 
death and rebirth, and pursued by a shadowy arch-enemy named The 
Crow who seeks to terminate his existence for good. It's actually rather 
engrossing, containing some interesting observations. Issues *//24-25 
contain two parts of a very weird workplace experience: after returning 
from a leave from the office, K.D. finds that all of his fellow employees 
have been brainwashed by a management consultant company. Everyone 
has signed on to a ludicrous plan to triple their production by mere force of 
will. What follows is a fascinating tale of industrial psychology. In betwixt 
the writing are random photos with cartoon thought bubbles of Semi-clever 
dialogue imposed. This is definitely worth a read. 24 pp. (1/4 size) Send 
$1 to K.D. Schmitz, PO Box 1806. Poughkeepsie, NY 12603. 

•Imagine is quite a dum good anarchist read, and frankly, it was partially 
responsible lor inspiring the anarchist quiz in this issue of O-L. In this 
promising first issue, John Johnson tackles "Anarchist Questions from Left 
field" ("What would you do if a serial killer who raped and ate your wife 
wanted to move next door?" - truly the pressing concern of ail political 
philosophers), and also examines that thorny topic driving us lefties wild: is 
Noam Chomsky truly an anarchist? J.J. is also pro-vegan and atheist, and 
includes sections dealing with these topics as well. The zine is peppered 
with notable quotes, contains very detailed, dialogical reviews, and his 
letters section is tops. His replies arc thoughtful and restrained, and I find 
myself almost always agreeing with him. Finally, he paints quite a picture 
of our society's insanity with "Life in these United States" and "Humor in 
Uniform" (on police brutality). However, I can't say that being bludgeoned 
<ner the head with dozens of depressing articles from a web search 
revealing how much tins country sucks is particularly insightful. Someone 
said that there's not much of a point to the news since it's all variations on 
the same story, which J.J. clearly demonstrates here. I'd like to read more 
of his own writing, which is so much more full of life and logic and feeling 
than this clinical compilation of blurbs. Nevertheless, you should go for 
this zine. Highly recommended. 72 pp. (1/2 sire). Send $2 to PO Box 
8145, Reno, NV 89507. 



Special Memorial Day quote! 

"He who joyfully marches to music in rank and file has 
already earned my contempt. He has been ^iven a larj^e 
brain by mistake, since for him, the spinal cord would 
fully suffice." — Albert Einstein 









• In Abandon is most definitely a punk zine, but definitely heads up above 
most. Mike has written a documentary/novella that is just packed with 
some of the most powerful, inspiring, emotional and personal writing you 
will find anywhere. He's traveled the country with his band, met all kinds 
of cool kids, slept on floors and created so many precious memories for 
himself. Mike has a deep reverence for his true friends, and his writing is 
strong enough that they come to life in their own right in his stories. He 
writes passionately, like his zinc's title, and impressed me with the genuine, 
freestyle form of his flowing prose, as well as his attractive layout (some 
excellent drawings, well-resolved photos, and inverse white type on deep 
black backgrounds). From Suitcase City, Tampa to notes from towns and 
cities from coast to coast, to "Love Letters Never Written," In Abandon has 
a lot to offer. After a while, all his stories started to run together in my 
mind and sound the same. But [ loved how he celebrated his youth. A 
quote from the front and back cover; "And in the end, we're nothing more 
than broken children, attempting to rebuild ourselves and finding that 
comfort in each other, more than anywhere else. We're tearing it down 
and turning our backs on that spoonfed version of happiness.... I guess that's 
what growing up really is... it's the loss. It's forgetting exactly what made 
you a kid in the first place, it's the realization of how good things used to 
be and how much you fucked them up as the years went by." Highly 
recommended. 72 pp. (1/2 size). Send $2 to PO Box 82192. Tampa, FL 
33682. 



• Contrascience is one of the smartest zines I have read to date. It's smart- 
looking and highly intelligent in its contents. Bryan Alft is doing great 
work by publishing these thoughtful, well -researched (and footnoted!) 
essays on topics of critical importance. Issue #6 contains treatises on 
"leaching as Activism: Punk Teachers" and "The Trucker's Strike of '34," 
exposes of the timber industry and U.S. arms sales abroad, and a view of 
Cuba straight from interviews with its working class. I particularly liked 
Bryan's tarnishing the mythic figure of President Wood row Wilson 
(broached by David Dellinger and Eugene V. Debs in this issue), bringing 
what the history textbooks mask — his extraordinary racism, shredding of 
the first amendment, and military interventions to advance U.S. imperialism 
in the Western hemisphere — to the forefront. Bryan's personal story of 
being called to jury duty is remarkable and revealing. As a person of 
conscience, he sought to avoid being placed in a situation where he would 
be required to judge one of his fellow human beings, and perhaps shunt 
him into the corrupt prison system. If the mission of this zine — 
"Everything should be questioned. ...have some faith in yourself and your 
ability to decide what you believe" — inspires you, and the concept of the 
contrascience — "the false set of ideas taught to children by a society ol 
child abusers..." — intrigues you, I suggest you follow through on that 
open-mindedncss. Highly recommended. 64 pp. (1/2 legal). Send $3 to 
PO Box 8344, Minneapolis, MN 55408-0344. 
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The Writer's Block 



A Plea for Compassion 

Vincent 

Several readers have pointed mil to mc on more than one occasion that they find 
my writing in OFF-Line to be "negative," "sarcastic," "bitter," etc. If you share 
this feeling, then you are exactly the person I desire to reach most. I acknowledge 
the truth of your observation, but ask you to pause before recoiling. I write this 
way because it is an inescapable part of who 1 am, and because, quite simply, not 
everything in the world is as fun as "Who Wants To Be a Millionaire?" While I try 
to add as much humor and lightheartedness as F can, because I believe in balance, 
if this zine strikes you as overly dark, it is because 1 seek to utilize it as a balancing 
remedy for what I experience in my social circles; unrelenting and unreal istic 
positivity. The feeling of unpleasantness you may experience from reading my 
anguished critiques in no way compares to the very real pain and suffering of 
literally billions of people on this planet, who are cruelly oppressed by others with 
more money and guns. Without compassion, we cannot process and act on this 
information. We will not change the world until we face the darkness within. 
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Take This Anarchist Quiz! 

Vincent 

Ready for an anarchist version of Twenty Questions? Pick the answer to 

each multiple choice question below that best approximates your position 
If more than one response appeals to you. choose the one that resents 
most strongly. C5 

I. Your car is stopped at a red light on an early Sunday morning. You 
are fully awake and enjoying the quiet and peaceful new dav. However 
the stoplight stays red for what seems like ages. You: * 

a) hum a tune while your car engine idles 

b) curse to yourself and tap your fingers on the steerin« wheel 

c) would like to go. except you can't be 100% sure a police car is hidin« 
^-.\ around a corner e 

Vdi^heek and double-check the intersection and then proceed to go 
^ through the red light & 



• 9 and a half left features the despondent 4:00 a.m. ramblings of a 20- 
year-old alcoholic. The cut-and-paste layout of issue #7 is appealing, but 
the writing mostly doesn't distinguish itself. I'm becoming all too familiar 
with this kind of personal zinc. However, there was one highlight — a 
quote that had me pondering all day. "If you died at this moment, would 
you be content with the life you lived? Did you scream all you wanted to? 
Did you love all you wanted to? Did you accomplish all you wanted to. .or 
even hall of all the shit you wanted to? Neither have I." Hey! He read my 
mind. It's a good question, and since I feel like I'm on the 20-year plan 
with my student loans, definitely not, because there's lots I'd like to do 
once I'm free. I feel like I'm building toward something. I certainly haven't 
raised all the hell I want. I want to do something big with my life. I hope I 
haven't reached the highest plateau in my relationship with Claire. I want 
to go higher. Mike concludes, "For the most part, complete honesty and 
the 'live for yourself idea doesn't work.... It is impossible to be completely 
happy in an honest world because you are constantly hurting people, but 
an honest world is a million times better than a fake world." That pretty 
much describes my stance. 32 pp. (1/2 size). Send $1 to Mike Rodemann 
1460 W. 1 10th, Cleveland, OH 44102. 



2. Your attitude on Election Day most closely resembles: 

a) respect for the institution because it is a sacred duty of citizens everv 
lour years J 

h) approval of the vote as a mechanism that can replace bad leaders and 
_~ influence policy 

(^discouragement since no real choice is offered, but you do it so as not to 

^-^ be irresponsible 

d) rejection of the hoax and a willingness to run the show yourself if vou 
could J 



resembles^' 11 ' " ^ ^ fcderM government on Tax Day most closely 

a) patriotic loyalty, full of gladness that you can contribute to the strength 

Ol the nation ° 

b) annoyance at the web of IRS regulations and the way the little euv <>ets 

O screwed every year s 

disturbance because of the manner in which your hard-earned tax 
dollars are sent, but teeling compelled to send the check anyway 
d) rage, disgust or sadness, matched with critical analyses of spending 
priorities and your conscientious refusal to pay ' 



• Spunk, "The Journal of Spontaneous Creativity," is simply a two-sided 
sheet by Violet Jones, a library shelver and reviewer for A Reader's Guide 
to the Underground Press, among other things. Here she passionately 
defends the virtues of the independent press and advocates for the 
strengthening of a true zine community. She is a good writer and I hope 
this zine gets bigger. Send $1 to PO Box 55336, Hay ward, CA 94545. 

• Cement Squeeze's motto, courtesy of Rdward Abbey, is "It's better to 
write the truth for a small audience than tell lies for a big one." Here, here! 
This is an open political journal, involving quite a few people. Like any 
publication with a number of contributors, the articles here are of varying 
quality. My favorites from issue # 12 include Terry Martin's ruminations on 
"The Millenium (sic.) Bug," which thankfully stray away from Y2K and 
denounce the culture more generally: "Violence has become an accepted 
way of life. Remember peace and love? How did those words, which were 
so omnipresent... become ridiculous and outcast in the present? We can 
blame the mind control media. There is no surprise here, but you don't 
talk about it either mom and dad." Jim Sullivan suggests "A Panacea for 
America's Problems" (siestas!), and Dr. Julian Whitaker counsels that "The 
Reason Behind the Madness" is antidepressant drugs (which are three of 
the top 10 pharmaceuticals sold in the U.S.). Be warned: there are several 
pages of poetry as well. 40 pp. Send $2 to PO Box 2112, Temne, AZ 
85280-2112. ' 
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